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Rougher the
Game the Better

I the American
! Youths Like It,
j as Shown by

Rugby and Soccer
Football ofToday

I BY J. B. SHEBIDAN..I .r VERY year about this tlmo wo

Sj read th0 following dispatch
sent from Minneapolis,

( S Mlnn-- :

I I "W. W. Heffelflnger, star
t guard of the Yalo teams4 of

J tho early 90s leaves tomor- -

row for New Haven, Conn.,
to coach tho Yalo linemen."

Just what this dispatch may moan to tho

'
young- football players of today, tho voteran of
twenty-flv- o years of football will say that the
"greatest football player of all time," now aged
47, Is on his way to show boys who might be
his sons how to play tho gamo.

Tho mighty "Hcff!" Who of tho rs

does not remember him? Ho was tho "greatest
' of tho great" then, and taking them all by and

large, averaging them up. great and small,
I Heffclfinger is still tho greatest of tho football
1 playors of all time,

j This is said with Butterworth, tho Yale full- -

back of the same period: Ted Coy of recont
memory, Tom Shcvlin HeBton of Michigan,
Hinkhy, Heft's end at Yale; Cochcms, Wiscon-al- n:

Elchenlaub and Dorals of Noire Damo,
Mahan and Bricklcy of Harvard. Donnelly of

j Princeton, Kelly of Yale, Eckcrsall of Chicago
and Oliphant of West Point, and Acker of St.
Louis University in mind. Every year that
two-lin- e dispatch, Informing the world that

J "HefC is on his way," seta one to thinking ofI tho greatest of football players. Thero havo
been many, some 200 In all, for every year must

. turn out ten or twelvo players who aro entitled
to bo called crcat.

Going away back to tho beginnings of Amer- -
I lean football in the early SOa we first como to
t Walter Camp. Camp was some ten years before

tho writer's time. Comparing him with tho
stars of years that were to come, Camp did not
attain rank as a great football player. He was
Bliin and light and clever. Thoy did not play a

) heavy plunging gamo In Camp's tlmo. Amer- -
,un"i ua nmcn on uio order of the Eng- -

i llsh game, from whence it sprung. Indeed, it
was purely English until Camp, animated by
tho deslro to win, to "cinch things," really con- -Hl cretcd It into tho machine-lik- e game that It Is
today. Camp figured illegal piayB and put them

i Into operation. Camp was the first man to em- -
ploy Interference. This was due to his Inability
to advance tho ball in open play. To Camp's
time football Interference 'wa3 e, and, of

H course, foul and not permissible. It is "oft--
Elde" in English rugby today. To my mind,

1b always foul. But without it thero
would not bo any American rugby. I am hy-- H

phenatcd enough to imagine that the English
H fiamo would have done more good to Americans
H than the American derivative. In other words,

Hi I believe and always have believed that TValior

f 1

Camp, tho "father of Amorlcan rugby,"
ruined a good gamo because ho was not Btrong
enough to advance tho ball under the open sys-

tem of the English gamo. Thus I havo always
felt that American rugby, fathered by Walter
Camp, ha been an illcgltlmato child, and for
this reason.

Interference, invented and applied by "Wa-
lter Camp, makos the gamo heavy and bruising
so that players cannot play it oftener than
once a week and then . for only short annual
periods of two months. The complicated drill,
also developed by Camp, calls for moro time
and practice, the dullest sort of practice, than
students and y.oung men In business can af-
ford.

So Camp's Improvements havo really made
football a professional game, to be played only
by picked men highly trained by professional
coaches for a short annual season.

By highly specializing football Camp has
made It a game that cannot bo played by tho
mass of young men for any length of time.

I have digressed to discuss Walter Camp
as a football player. Most pcoplo regard him
as a groat football player and as a greater
coach I do not regard him great as either.
Ho was a light, Blight fellow, who needed help
of larger and heavier men to help him advance
the ball. So he pressed tho rules, broko thorn,
got his illegal Interference legalized and spoiled
the game of rugby football. Later on, when
ho began to coach Yale, he kept on "pressing"
tho rules, always trying to stretch them.

Had Camp been in baseball Instead of foot-
ball, ho would havo been pulled from his ponti-
fical position In a hurry.

T had a conversation with Jim Wear, a for-
mer Yale quarter, on this subject some years
ago when Camp's interference system had been
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developed so that President Roosovclt and ttu
wholo United States was up In protest, and
the rules had to bo fundamentally changed.

"If thero Is anything wrong with tho gamo
let Camp fix It up," said Mr. Wear. "Camp
knows all about football."

Camp had ruled football for twonty years
and had got it into tho sad mess it was in.

Whatever Camp's grade as a football player
may havo boon thoro can bo no doubt of r's

morlt. All in all "Hcff" is pretty
closo to tho greatest of all football playors. Of
course, thero will bo many protests against
this. Tho claims of tho great baoks will bo

advanced. Backs got moro nowspapor notice
than linemen, hence aro deomcd bettor play-

ers. This is very far from the truth. Vory

often linemen aro much bettor playors than tho
backs, but they do not get tho ball to carry
so often as tho backs do and newspapers speak
only of men who carry tho ball.

Of course Heffclfinger was a ball carrier, too.
Whenever thoro was a necessity ior a gum
tho fourth down HofTclflnger was ofton glvon
tho ball. Ho rarely failed to make his gain.

A giant of a man, G foot 1 inches tall, weigh-

ing 220 pounda, hard as nails, Hoffolflngcr was
light on his feet aa a ballet dancer. Ho could
run 100 yards In 11 seconds. Ho was so strong
that heavy football togs and shoes did not
slow him up a bit. Ho could run with tho ball
in the open and he was a line plunger beyond
all praise. As a defensive man "Hcff" was a
wonder. Ho played defonoo by being offensive.
Ho was in the opposing play before it was
very well started.

Two years ago Heffelrtngcr, then 45 years
old, went down to Yale to lend a hand in tho
coaching. He put on a suit ("Helt" keeps In

lino condition), and they say that he benu

back iho loft sido oi tiu aroiij
greater case than he bent It back twenty-Iiv- t
years before.

Ho could do everything on a football field,
play guard, .taokleconter. end, run with the
ball, kick, tacklo, everything. I think that he
wa3 tho greatest football playor that has ever
stopped on cleats.

I havo always been a great admirer of tho
lino playor rather than of tho back. The line-
man does tho heavy work and tho back moroly
carries tho ball when, under Camp's scheme,
tho lineman opens tho way for him. Georga
Chadwlck, a tacklo, also of Yalo, was, I think,
next to "Heff," tho greatest of all' players.
Chadwlck could do all things, run with tho
ball, play defense, tacklo and kick. Ho was a
wonder to block and pick up punts and ho has
some great runs off. picked-u- p punts and
fumbles to his credit.

Marshall Newell, wno, l Dellevc, has since
died, played a great tacklo for Harvard in tho
eariy oh, at a umo wnon uibhh iiuhiui vu.- -

playing tackle for Pennsylvania, Nowcll was a
short, stocky chap and could do everything on
a football field. He was an man for
many years. Fred Murphy, a Yale guard of tho
later 90s, was also a grand player,
and whllo ho does not rank with Heffolflngor,
who, indeed, outranks them all, I have a lively
recollection of him as a great player.

Hlnkoy, of course, was a star. I doubt that
there ever was such an end to dive in and pull
a runner out of a cloud of interference that
would stun tho end9 of today. It must bo re-

membered that In Hlnkcy'3 day they played
"flying wedges," "cris-cro- ss wedges," etc., in

which as many men as you wished could be
taken back and started as far back of the line
of scrimmage as was deemed best. In these

if . . , .

ference on an end n.;. l' ic. nou onu n.
long way off and had a full head of atenm by
tho tlmo they reached the line of scrimmage.
Hlnkey was a ferocious tackier, too desperate,
Indeed, always hurting his victim, and such
was his hardlncs3 and endurance, never hurt-
ing himself. He was tho modol of all ends
doing this, yet Sport Donnelly, who was nt
Princeton whon Hlntfey was at Yale, was agreat end, and, like Hlnkey, an unnecessarily
hard-playi- one. Donnelly bore tho reputa-
tion of Inclining to fouls, whllo of Hlnkcy it
could bo said that ho was unnecessarily fierce.
They woro both stars and. save Shovlln, neither
before or sinco have such onds been seen on. a
football Hold. E. B. Cochcms, Wisconsin, 1901,
was a wonderful end. Cochoms was a cleanerplayer than Hlnkcy or Donnelly, and a betterman to carry tho ball. Shovlln wns the peer ofany end that ever lived, a great man on defenseand a bettor ball carrier than Hinkey. Donnellvor ocnems. There was a center at MissouriUniversity about 1895, Ben Thompson, who was
08 g0,Las any center' savc onc. 1 Have everseen Thompson was a slonder chap, weighed
but 1C0 pounds, but was tough na barbed wire
Vu " ea5l t0 covcr K1"0". Ho could snap

ball surely, take care of his man. go downon kicks as fast as the ends and tackle all overthe field. He was better than most ends on
end runs.

I have spoken of tho groat lineman first, forI have always felt that tho linemen do tho realwork and aro robbed of due honors oy theJlashy but leas hard-worki- and less meritori-ous backs.
There have been innumerable great backs innewspapers. - suppose the. truly great hacks fnave known would be going a long way back.

o

Osgood, Pennsylvania, 1897; Do Witt, Princeton, mfc;
J90I; Coy, Yale, 190C; Larsen, Wisconsin, 1801j Bp.
Heston, Michigan. 1905; Eckorsall, Chicago,
lliOfi; C. D. Daly, Harvard, 1901; Balrd, Prince-to- n.

1S97; Capron, Minnesota, 1007; Minds, Bp
Pennsylvania, 1897; Bricklcy, Harvard, 1912. m
nd Mahan, Harvard. 1915, aro a few of tho W
great backB I havo known. Of all these great E.
tacks. Ted Coy must bo ranked first. Coy had F

feverythlng that all tho others had, speed, dodg-

ing and plunging ability, and, added to all these,
tremendous physical power. Coy has been
known to take the ball and hit flvo flrot-cla-

playors in the courso of his run. Every player n

he hit stayed down. It was not that Coy J

roughed his men, It wan that ho ran bo Btrongly ,

and so powerfully that when he hit them thoy j
wont down as if struck by a locomotive.

Heston was much the same sort of a runner,
a fellow who could carry a team on his back and r

about his legs and still make gains. Heston y

wan overythlng that a good back should be, and
then, like Coy. added tremendous physical vigor
to his other talonts. Tackling Coy or Heston
was like tackling a horse. Strength added to
their equipment, which was at least equal to

that of other backs. They could kick and catch
punts and play defense. They wcro flrst-cla- si

and a first-cla- ss man can always do t

these things. W

Larson, Wisconsin. 1901, was another ot

these strong men who havo speed and football K
ability. Larson could pack an entire team on

his back and make his gain. He could kick, K.
punt and play defense, too. H

Osgood, who was a star with Pennsylvania L-I-

tho early 90b. was a third of the strong- - Jp"
barked strong-limbe- d brotherhood. He could
ilodgo and duck, and whon tackled could hold
his feet most wonderfully. Osgood, I think, waj
killed In Cuba while serving with the rebels
About 1S98. Minds, who was In Ponn about
tho same time Osgood was, played n strong ,

Wack. Minds was a tremendous worker and
rould do a great many things. He was not so
strong as Osgood, hut strong enough to bond ,

In a line when he hit it.

. ..... iui., .mes of tuuard, Lee of Prlncetot
und Bull of Yale. They wore all clever, dodging j

runners, and good klckors rather than Btronif j

"lino-busting- ," tackle-breaki- chaps. Bull L

was simply a kicker. Amos earned his nick-- 'A
namo of "Snako" by his ability to squirm
through an open field. Moffat was mostly a
kicker, though ho has some good runs to his
credit. McClung and McCormlok of Yale, men
who have slnco climbed high In politics, wera
klckera and clover rather than strong runners.
They earned fame in their days because they
won closo games by a drop kick or a smart
run. Football was different In tho days of
Moffatt, Ames and Bull to what it was In tho
days of Coy, Heston, Osgood, Bricklcy and
Mahan. Camp tightened up the gamo In the I

lato 80s and It became harder to gain ground.
Prior to tho early 90s snaky running around
tho ends was the chief method of advancing-th-

ball. With the 90s came the wedges, tho
famous Yalo "V," which waa improved Into
tho "flying wedge" or "V" of Walter Deland.
the Harvard tactician, heavier line plunging
and a yoneral weighting- up of the game. There-
fore, American rugby as we now know it prac-
tically began with HefTelflnger, Hinkey, the
Blisses of Yale. Newell and Lewis of Har-
vard, Woodruff In Pennsylvania, and Sfagg
Chicago.

For an all-ti- team I would
choose: Ends, Hinkey, Yale. , and Shcvlin,
Yale, 1900; tackles, Newoll. Harvard, , and
Hlldebrandt, Princeton, "97; guards, Heffel-ilnge- r,

Yale, '93, and Hare. Pennsylvania.
Lewis. Harvard. '91: quarter, Eckersall,

Chit-ago- . '00; halves.. Cov. Yale. 1910, and mL
Boston. Michign,,, :05; full bask. IJrleisJc.v. Ha- l-
vard, luiJ Y-


